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Curran-Gardner Townships Public Water District 
Board of Trustees Regularly Scheduled Board Meeting 

Tuesday, March 11, 2014 – 7:00 p.m. 
 

CGTPWD Administrative Office 
3384 Hazlett Road 

Springfield, IL 62707 
 
Board Members Present: Chairman James Mitchell, Vice Chairman Todd Folder, Trustee Bob Green, Trustee 
Carol Helmerichs, Trustee Diana Valois, Treasurer Scott Schuett, Secretary Jessica Ryg, Engineer Max 
Middendorf and District Manager Bob Beard.  
 
Guests Include: Wayne Benanti, Robert Schafer, Rose Hammitt, Mike Hammitt, Carolyn Spann, Tom Spann, 
Cherril Graff, John Reyolds (Media, SJ-R), Dennis Dorr, Bob Dalton, Jim Mayes, Kurt Taraba and Mary Folder.  
 

1. The meeting was called to order and the Pledge of Allegiance was said. 
 

2. Minutes: The secretary presented the minutes from the February 13, 2014 special committee meeting 
and Trustee Folder made recommendations. Trustee Folder made a motion for approval with 
correction. The motion passed. Next, the minutes from the regular meeting on February 11, 2014, 
were presented. Trustee Folder made recommendations. Trustee Folder made a motion to approve 
the minutes with corrections. Trustee Valois second the motion. The motion passed.  

 
3. Treasurer’s Budget Report: Treasurer Schuett passed out the budget report for February 1 – February 

28, 2014. We are 83% through the year and right on the mark.  He said income is rising. Water Revenue 
was slightly short of $110,000.00. Total Income is at $328,000.00. Mr. Schuett explained that there is 
$70,000.00 more than required for depreciation.  He explained that the budget to actual has changed 
due to purchasing the pipe for the Deer Run project as well as for the new truck. He corrected the 
budget for the Loami project. There was also a scheduled bond payment of approximately $84,000.00 
due. A motion was made by Trustee Green to accept the treasurer’s budget report and Trustee 
Helmerichs second the motion. The motion passed.  
 
Treasurer’s Bills for Payment: Treasurer Schuett passed out the accounts payable for February, 2014. 
There are approximately $120,000 in payments for the period. Trustee Folder asked about Line #71; 
Walz Scale, invoice #3904A for $1,296.00. Scott explained the purpose of the invoice. Treasurer 
Schuett explained that he omitted a bill for RW Troxell in the amount of $1,038.00 for the District’s 
umbrella policy renewal. Treasurer Schuett explained that Line #46, Midco Diving & Marine, should be 
part of the payables on the bill list.  Chairman Mitchell asked about that bill and Treasurer Schuett said 
it was for inspection of the tanks and to make sure they are clean. Trustee Valois made a motion to 
accept the treasurer’s bills for payment.  No trustee seconded the motion and the motion passed.  

 
4. Manager’s Report: Manager Beard said that Well #1 is back on line. He is continuing to work with the 

installation of the updated SCADA system. It passed its test.  
 
The Farmingdale Water Pay Station now has a remote read meter.  
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The Village of Pleasant Plains – CG Emergency Interconnection - is scheduled to start Monday with the 
clearing of trees and brush.  
 
The Spaulding Orchard Road Extensions has been completed (which is approximately 650 feet) and the 
crew will take Bact-T samples on the main within the week.  
 
The crew repaired a water main at Bradforton Road and New Salem Road. Chairman Mitchell asked for 
clarification on the water main break. Manager Beard explained that CWLP bored through a 10 inch 
main. It was clearly marked. Treasurer Schuett mentioned he thought we should put a bill together and 
submit it to CWLP for the overtime and loss of water. Trustee Green agreed. Trustee Valois asked the 
time frame between when it was bored through and when CGTPWD found out. Manager Beard 
explained that they found out sometime between 2:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. Trustee Green said he received 
phone calls on this matter. Treasurer Schuett said CGTPWD was lucky that there was a shut off valve 
nearby. Trustee Folder asked what kind of line went through it. Manager Beard said it was a power 
line. Treasurer Schuett and Manager Beard will work on a bill to submit to CWLP.  
 
The fire hydrant in Berlin that a car hit has been repaired.  
 
The truck bid was put under new business. 
 
Manager Beard suggested that the Board consider painting the Farmingdale water tower in the next 
budget.  
 
Trustee Folder asked three questions to Mr. Beard. 

1. Is there a remote read meter on the Bradfordton Pay Meter, yet? Mr. Beard said it is 
pending installation.  

2. Is the safe drinking water monitoring waiver done? Mr. Beard said it was done. 
3. Did the diving inspection company inspect the clear well under the high services 

pumps? Mr. Beard said they just did it.  
 

5. Engineer Update: Max Middendorf said the install of the SCADA system is wrapping up. 
 
Winch Lane Phase II:   Mr. Beard, Mr. Schuett and Mr. Little are working with Cherril Graff to set up 
meeting with IDNR regarding crossing fee. 

 
Booth Road: Mr. Middendorf informed the Board that if they decide to loop to Farley Road a permit 
will need to be applied for. Trustee Folder said the board has not discussed the expenses for this loop. 
It will go on the agenda for next time.  
 
Spaulding Orchard Road: a construction permit was received. 
 
Deer Run: Mr. Middendorf announced that he brought the plans for Deer Run to this meeting. He will 
update it on easement information. Chairman Mitchell asked about the length needed for Deer Run 
and the approximate cost. Mr. Middendorf thought is was approximately 3,700 feet of 8” pipe with an 
approximate cost of $22,000-$25,000. It will be put under new business.  
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Trustee Folder asked Mr. Middendorf about the well sampler for our wells. Mr. Middendorf said he is 
putting together both the hardware price and physical time needed so they may be piggybacked on an 
existing trip. Mr. Middendorf suggested it would make the best financial sense to preorder all three 
items for the next time they are out for service.  Both Mr. Middendorf and Trustee Folder said they are 
looking forward to getting them installed.  
 

6. Chairman and Committee Reports: Chairman Mitchell said a couple of weeks ago he - along with 
Manager Beard and Trustee Valios - interviewed seven office manager candidates. Cherril Lynn Graff 
got the job. He welcomed her aboard from the audience. She will start on March 24.  
 
Trustee Folder reported on the Feb. 13 CGTPWD Well Field Meeting. The meeting was held during the 
daytime in expectation to have input from our staff. Wayne Nelson from Illinois Rural Water 
Association was there along with Chairman Mitchell and Mr. Middendorf. Chairman Mitchell said he 
appreciated Wayne Nelson being there from Illinois Rural Water Association and all the information he 
provided.  
 

7. Guests: Bob Schafer, Pleasant Plains Fire Chief, spoke about a satellite firehouse. There are three 
possible sites for it and they are looking at Farmingdale Road. One of the spots could be at the junction 
of 97/125 or the school’s far south side of their lot. Trustee Folder said that any place we go, CGTPWD 
would have to bore under the road to provide water service. Mr. Middendorf asked if there was a 
projected hydraulic demand for flow rates. Mr. Schafer said no and explained how in Pleasant Plaines 
they are looking for better fill time. He also asked what the proper procedure is if they are coming into 
the CGTPWD if there is an emergency. Trustee Folder asked what the water demands are and Mr. 
Schafer said the majority of the time it would be dormant, but if they come back from a fire and need 
to fill a tanker, it could be around 1,000 gallons. Mr. Middendorf asked about the manifold. Mr. Schafer 
said they have one tanker that holds 2,800 gallon water which is stationed in Plains, but things change. 
Mr. Middendorf echoed Trustee Folder’s sentiment that we have strong system there now and there is 
a good chance they can draft directly from most any fire hydrant. Manager Beard asked if they do open 
a hydrant that they contact him to know about it. Chairman Mitchell asked if there is a timeframe for 
this project. Mr. Schaefer said hopefully in a year or two at the most.  
 
Mr. Dorr asked a couple of direct questions about the trustee vacancy. He asked Trustee Helmerichs 
specifically why she nominated Mr. Dalton for the position even though he lost the election. Trustee 
Helmerichs said Mr. Dalton is qualified for the position and a smart man. Mr. Dorr cited the minutes 
from May 14, 2013. A discussion about the minutes ensued with Mr. Dorr asking Trustee Green about 
his deliberation of resignation. Trustee Green told Mr. Dorr that his wife had Parkinsons. Mr. Dorr 
asked Trustee Green how he changed his mind about his resignation from the beginning of the meeting 
to the end of the meeting when “Resignations and Appointments” were both on the agenda. Mr. Dorr 
further quoted the May 14, 2013, minutes from Shaela Dunne. Chairman Mitchell asked Mr. Dorr to 
finalize his statements. Mr. Dorr concluded with his disappointment about Trustee Green’s attempt to 
resign to let Mr. Dalton back on the board and furthermore Mr. Dorr feels that if Mr. Dalton wants to 
be back on the board he should run again.  
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8. Old Business:  
 
Pleasant Plains: Mr. Mitchell said there will be a meeting on March 28 at 2 p.m. at the District Office 
with engineer, Max Middendorf, the Pleasant Plains Mayor Verkuilen, Manager Bob Beard, and the 
Pleasant Plains Engineer regarding the emergency hook up.   

 
Salisbury Area Water Distribution Expansion: Mr. Mitchell explained that all the money on the 
Salisbury project has been collected. The treasurer has the funds. A guest inquired about the income 
and expense budget as related to this project. Treasurer Schuett explained that he has included the 
items into the budget. 
 
Employee Request to Organize Labor: Trustee Folder said negations are ongoing and they are waiting 
on a response from the union.  
 
Extend Voting Rights to Registered Voters within Water District: Chairman Mitchell said he filed it with 
Dwight O’Keefe. He is looking into it, but it is pending.  
 
Vacant Board Seat Appointment Vacancy: There are two candidates which are Mr. Robert Dalton and 
Mr. Kurt Taraba. Last month the district took roll call votes. Both candidates tied. Chairman Mitchell 
asked both nominees if they were still interested and both confirmed they were.   
 
Mr. Mitchell said there is a nomination for Mr. Dalton to be on the board and since he is already 
nominated the board would go ahead and do a roll call vote.  
 
Carol Helmerichs: Yes 
James Mitchell: No 
Todd Folder: No 
Bob Green: Yes 
Diana Valois: No 
Eric Oschwald:  not present 
 
There were three no votes and two yes votes. Chairman Mitchell then took a roll call vote for Mr. 
Taraba.  
 
Carol Helmerichs: No 
James Mitchell: Yes 
Todd Folder: Yes 
Bob Green: No 
Diana Valois: Yes 
Eric Oschwald:  not present 
 
 
There were three yes votes and two no votes.  Mr. Taraba was appointed to the Board of Trustees. He 
was sworn by the official oath at 7:56 p.m. and took his seat at the CGTPWD Board of Trustees.  
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9. New Business:  
 
Booth Road Loop: Approximately 3,700 feet of 8 inch pipe would be needed to complete the loop. Mr. 
Mitchell asked the board if there was any interest at this time to complete the loop.  Trustee Folder 
commented that the loop would benefit the area and suggested we should do it if we have the funds. 
Trustee Valois asked the approximate price. Mr. Middendorf estimated it to be approximately 
$30,000.00 Chairman Mitchell said since the board would like to see it done,  it will be added to next 
month’s agenda.  Trustee Taraba asked for clarification on the purpose of the loop. 
 
Sale of used automobiles: Trustee Folder made a motion to accept the bid of $358.00 from Mr. Lyle 
Parl for the 2002 Chevy S-10 pickup truck and to accept the bid for $855.00 from Mr. Ed Nagle for the 
2001 Chevy Silverado. Trustee Green second the motion. The motion carried. 
 
Water District office: Trustee Green has concerns that people have tried to call the water district 
office and no one returns their phone calls. Although there is an answering service, he believes that 
sometimes it does not work. He said the sheriff’s office has even called him after they have failed to 
get an answer. Trustee Folder said it might be time to look for a new answering service. Mr. Benanti 
said that perhaps the calls were coming into the office (meaning they were not forwarding to the 
service). Manager Beard explained that after 3:30 pm, all calls go to the answering service.  This was 
the first he has heard of the problem. Trustee Folder said it should be investigated and a new service 
should be considered. Mr. Mitchell asked for further clarification on the answering service system. 
Manager Beard said there is a working phone tree and trustees should be the last ones called. The 
answering service is Young’s – same as the alarm system.  Trustee Taraba asked if there was a duty 
phone. There is not. Treasurer Schuett discussed the idea further. Trustee Folder said it warrents 
investigation. Mary Folder asked what the hours are for the office worker. They are 8 – 3:30 during the 
week. It was clarified that there should always be someone in the office answering the phone system 
during the workday.  
 
Manager Bob Beard gave his letter of resignation. He read the letter out loud thanking the board. His 
last day will be Friday, March 21.  
 

10. Guests – none. 
 

11. Executive Session – none. 
 

12. Adjournment - We adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 


