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Curran Gardner Townships Public Water District Minutes 

Board of Trustees Regular Monthly Meeting 

Tuesday, September 8, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

CGTPWD Administrative Office 

3384 Hazlett Road 

Springfield, Illinois 62707 

Phone: 217-546-3984 

 

The following members were present: Chairman Jim Mitchell, Vice Chair Todd Folder, Trustee 

Diane Valois, Trustee Dennis Dorr, Trustee Jim Mayes, Trustee Bob Green, Engineer Max 

Middendorf, Operations Manager Wayne Nelson, Treasurer Katherine Elsner and Business 

Manager Cherril Graff.  Excused: Trustee Eric Oschwald 

Guests: Wayne Benanti, Don Rogers, William Moss, Tom Spann, Carolyn Spann, Rose Hammit 

and Mike Hammit 

The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

II. Secretary: The August regular meeting minutes were presented and corrections made. A 

motion was made by Vice Chair Folder to accept the minutes. Trustee Jim Mayes second the 

motion. The motion passed.  

III. Treasurer (Elsner): The May 1 – April 30, 2015 CGTPWD Budget Report was distributed 

(green stripe at top of document).  The year to date income (as of August 31) reflects 

$637,388.85. The month’s income shows $132,761.34. The expenditures for August 11 through 

September 8, 2015 total $137,169.22.  All vendors payable come to $51,771.35. The total owed 

to the Springfield Metro Sanitary District is $23,803.23. A motion was made by Trustee Bob 

Green to accept the budget report. Trustee Diane Valois second the motion. The motion passed.  

The accounts payable for August 2015 total $75,574.58. A motion was made by Vice Chair 

Folder to pay the bills. Trustee Valois second the motion. The motion passed. 

IV. Interim Manager’s Report (Dalton): South Sangamon Water Commission may have a 

minor change in the Emergency Interconnect Intergovernmental Agreement, but it is pending 

review by our District.  

V. Operations Manager’s Report (Nelson): Operations Manager Nelson thanked Interim 

Manager Dalton for his help with the transition. Chairman Mitchell also thanked him for his 

service to the District since this was his last meeting.  

Bulk rotary hydrated lime is used to soften the water in the treatment process. If there are high 

humidity levels, it tends to lump and clog. On August 13 a new shipment of Lime was received 

and it was damper than usual. The EPA was notified when the pneumatic lime system clogging 

occurred inside the pipes and auger due to the high humidity and density of the lime storage silo. 

The sensing devices were checked for proper operation and lime dust debris was cleared from 

the Plant. During this time period, Operations Manager Nelson was in daily contact with the 

EPA. The water continues to be safe to drink, but some customers did complain of taste and 

cloudiness in their drinking water.  
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The lime sludge removal from the settling lagoons ties directly to the harvesting of the soy bean 

crop. The sludge is spread on farm fields after harvest. Merrell Brothers Co. has not been able 

remove it yet. Operations Manager Nelson asked Fraase Excavation to bring in a trackhoe on 

Thursday, August 27. They moved some of the sludge from current location to the side of the 

lagoon. This will buy the District the time needed until Merrell Brothers can complete the 

project. In the future, the District will look into having a removal plan on an on-going basis. 

Cloyd Builders will complete the cat walk replacement on Well #2 so that the operators have a 

safer work environment. 

Operations Manager Nelson is putting together a long term and short term plan for the District. 

One of the top priorities is readying the water distribution system and towers for the advent of 

winter weather. He will have the plan at the next board meeting.  

Well #2 has an exterior pipe that tends to freeze. Brotcke Well & Pump was approached to add a 

drain-back portion on the pipe so it will not freeze. A proposal will be submitted to the District 

for consideration. It will be added to next month’s agenda.  

The visibility of the fire hydrants during mowing and snow removal times is important to first 

responders. Operations Manager Nelson recommends that the District purchase reflective 

hydrant markers at under $16.00 each for hydrants with low visibility issues. This could possibly 

be a fall project.  

Old Salem Road Waterline Relocation IEPA has our construction permit package under review. 

There is a forty-five day turnaround for issuance of the actual permit.  

VI. Business Manager’s Report (Graff): Business Manager Graff warmly welcomed Treasurer 

Katherine Elsner to the District.  

The NexCheck company contract came into the District and Trustee Oschwald will review it and 

provide feedback. There were concerns with the terms and conditions. Other companies will be 

researched for further options.  

VII. District Engineer’s Report (Middendorf): New Berlin Emergency Interconnection 

confirms there was a revised cost estimate to reflect two-way interconnection, SCADA 

integration and material price change.  

There are no newer updates to Technology Park other than the IEPA Construction Permit was 

issued to Martin Engineering.  

Karl D’arcy of R.E. Pedrotti Company is working with the CGTPWD to complete all of the FCC 

mandates needed on SCADA. 

Engineer Middendorf said the final cutoff date for signatures from the Menard Co. Water Coop 

needs to be established. Office Manager Cherril Graff finalized the draft of this document and it 

will be sent to the attorney for review. After this takes place, Chairman Mitchell will start 
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knocking on doors to explain the process and help residents with any questions so they may 

make an informed decision. 

There are three options for lending based on 2,444 service connections at the District: IEPA, 

USDA and a possible commercial loan. 1) Documentation was submitted to George Lambert at 

IEPA. It is pending final review. 2) The USDA has approved the amended PER.  3) A local 

financial lender out of Springfield was contacted about a possible commercial loan. The options 

now are a shorter term (amortization), but higher annual payment vs. longer term (amortization), 

but lower payment.  

To break it down further: 

Alternate #1 using SRF at a 1.85% interest for 20 years (anticipated) vs. USDA-RD at 3.625% 

interest for 38 year (taken from internet - interest rates for 4th quarter of 2015 on Market - note 

that Intermediate rate is 2.875% and Poverty is 2.125%). Cost Estimate is $4,040,000 

SRF ($4,040,000 for 20 years at 1.85%) 

Annual payment (Principal and Interest)** est: -  $241,826.16 

Increase of cost per customer per month is *$8.25 

USDA-RD ($4,040,000 for 38 years at 3.65%) 

Monthly payment (Principal and Interest)** est: - $195,981 

Increase of cost per customer per month is *$6.68 

 

USDA-RD (with 10% reserve account) ($4,444,000 for 38 years at 3.65%) 

Annual payment (Principal and Interest)** est: - $215,579 

Increase of cost per customer per month is *$7.35 

 

*based on 2,444 customers 

** does not include annual fees (if any) 

XII. Guests: Rose Hammit asked about the banking system at the District. She dropped off a 

check to the CGTPWD, but it accidently got deposited into the wrong account at the 

bank…either it was Curran Townships or Gardner Townships account. This is believed to be a 

banking error and not a District error, but Chairman Mitchell asked Business Manager to take a 

look at the account situation so it will not happen again.  

IX. Chairman, Vice Chairman and Committee Reports 

Chairman Mitchell spoke to the attorney about voting rights. It is still pending. He also thanked 

Operations Manager Nelson for dealing with the lime issue quickly. 

The Policy and Procedure Meeting will try to meet next week pending schedules. 
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X. Unfinished Business:  

Superintendent Dalton cautioned that the District that portions of the 2,444 households continue 

to be partially serviced by CWLP. It was clarified that there is a flat rate structure at CGTPWD. 

There will be a rate study done by Illinois Rural Water Association. Operations Manager Wayne 

Nelson will work directly with them. It will help show the proposed amount of debt service 

based on usage and take approximately a week pending paperwork. The goal of the rate study is 

to even out the cost of the proposed plant expansion cost and minimize the burden of the debt as 

much as possible. Operations Manager Nelson will have it prepared by the next Board meeting.  

Trustee Dorr would like to see a possible tiered fee system based on customer usage instead of 

equal distribution of fees. For example, a larger user (such as a commercial customer) within the 

District would pay more than a residential customer since it would be based on usage.  

Trustee Folder would like to see a contingency plan on the eminent doom of the water treatment 

plant’s electrical panel.  

Engineer Middendorf said it takes approximately three to four months from when the financial 

loan company or USDA or IEPA chosen would receive the paperwork to when approximately 

the money would be deposited.  

It was noted that the last time the Plant was open for a tour was February 28, 2015. Back then it 

was proposed to do an open house Plant Tour every six months so the public could see the aging 

infrastructure. The Board will talk about the possible next open house in the future. 

XI. New Business: Superintendent Dalton’s last meeting was tonight. 

XII. Guests: Mr. Moss said he would like to only see transparency in the rate increase so 

customers are not hit with multiple increases throughout a year’s timeframe.  

No executive session was needed. 

At 8:41 p.m. having no further business before the Board, it adjourned.  


