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Curran Gardner Townships Public Water District Minutes 1 

Board of Trustees Special Meeting 2 

Wednesday, January 28, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 3 

 4 

CGTPWD Administrative Office 5 

3384 Hazlett Road 6 

Springfield, Illinois 62707 7 

 8 

The following board members were present: Chairman Jim Mitchell, Vice Chair Diane Valois, 9 

Trustee Todd Folder, Trustee Bob Green, Trustee Eric Oschwald, Trustee Carol Helmerichs, 10 

Treasurer Scott Schuett, Business Manager Cherril Graff and Superintendent Bob Dalton  11 

Absent: Trustee Kurt Taraba 12 

Guests: Wayne Benanti, Gary Dorr, Mike Hammitt and Jim Mayes 13 

The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 14 

Engineer Max Middendorf was asked to give a report on the proposed water treatment plant 15 

expansion. A bound copy of data, history and future of the water treatment plant was passed out 16 

to each member of the board for review.  17 

It was explained on page two there has been an increase of 275 meter customers over seven years 18 

from the last major improvements to the overall system, or a 1.86% yearly growth increase. 19 

Since August, 2014, there were 2,444 metered connections which was an increase of 174 new 20 

customers in one year. This is due to major water main extensions being added recently. 21 

Some of the Trustees made suggestions on how to improve the document. Trustee Folder asked 22 

for some revisions on page three, page four and page five which include clarification of history, 23 

design capacity, operations and the use of “townships” as necessary.  24 

Regarding elevated storage, there is a maximum daily plant output of 995,900 gpd (gallons per 25 

day). The Water District currently own and operates a 200,000 gallon double ellipsoidal elevated 26 

storage tank with an overflow elevation of 729.11’ USGS. This existing elevated tank is located 27 

at the southwest corner of Old Jacksonville Road and Farmingdale Road.  In 2012, two 28 

additional elevated tanks were constructed to provide an additional 1.5 million gallons of water 29 

storage. Engineer Middendorf said he will add a paragraph on the depiction on the elevated 30 

storage along with a statement that all tanks operate with the same pressure.  31 
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A discussion was held on the financial status of the existing facility (page 7). Treasurer Schuett 32 

and Trustee Oschwald went over the existing debt service of $363,237.00 as listed by Engineer 33 

Middendorf.  Engineer Middendorf will list the debt service portion further down in the 34 

document. It will be after the operation and maintenance portion and operating revenue as 35 

directed by Trustee Eric Oschwald.  36 

By the numbers: 37 

 On April 20, 2013 the average monthly invoice was $49.57 since there were 2,294 38 

customers.  39 

 The old Water Treatment Plant is over forty years old.  40 

 Using growth residential and commercial projections in the year 2043, a total of 3,945 41 

customers are possible clients for this Water District.  42 

A discussion about boring across the Sangamon River took place between Trustee Todd Folder 43 

and Engineer Middendorf. A cost comparison was prepared by MECO. Enginner Middendorf 44 

offered his suggestions on band ratio, bury depth, bundle options and cost.  45 

Small scale alternates were considered for this large scale project such as SCADA upgrades, 46 

wholesale purchase of all water, and new treatment plant with converting the ION exchange (but 47 

the problem with that is there is no discharge option for the high chloride waste byproduct). 48 

Other alternates were discussed such as a new electric room and a blower room. Both rooms are 49 

isolated, so there would be no issues with corrosion.  50 

A building addition was discussed. The structure of the building would be pre-engineered metal 51 

building with zinc coated metal frame members. It would have de-humidification and ventilation 52 

with infrared heating overhead.  53 

Engineer Middendorf spoke to the board about modifications of the sludge lagoons located 54 

directly north of the Water Plant and will be part of Phase I.  55 

On page twelve, it showed design criteria: 56 

 Present Average Daily Cost: 482,000  57 

 Peak Daily Output: 667.00 gpd 58 

 Peak Hour on Demand: 2,668,000 59 

The reaction to this was strength in numbers type of support for additional wells.  60 

It is imperative to note that Engineer Middendorf warned that well number one and well number 61 

two probably only have ten more years left in them.  62 

The total cost estimate is $3,000,000.00.  63 
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Trustee Todd Folder would like to see additional well in the future. He has concerns over the loss 64 

of water pressure for the consumers. Engineer Middendorf assured him there will be longevity to 65 

this decision. Trustee Todd Folder voiced his concern regarding the use of copper over 66 

aluminum conductors on the river crossing cables from the generator to the well field; Mr. 67 

Middendorf replied, “Copper”. 68 

On a historical note, the proposed ground has already been disturbed so there will be no 69 

environmental impact as far ancient artifacts are concerned.  70 

Engineer Middendorf said in an ideal situation, we expect to bid this project out in March, 2016 71 

and project expected completion is March, 2017.  72 

A proposed annual operating budget for the water treatment plant was discussed. The budget 73 

showed existing debt service on such items as a loader, excavator, Ditch Witch Trencher, 74 

Waterworks Rev. Bond Series 2009 and Waterworks Rev. Bond Series 2007. Trustee Eric 75 

Oschwald financially cautioned the District to make sure these items are replaced on a rotation 76 

basis in order for the District not to be saddled with large debt payments all at once.  77 

The USDA loan is a forty year loan with two years of differed interest. The market rate is 3.75% 78 

for this loan at the current time. It may change as the market rate fluctuates. There are three 79 

market rates as put forth by the USDA and they are pending US Census data on family income 80 

for the area. Our District is in the top tier of all markets served nationwide.  81 

We will budget for the lagoon cleanout at a higher rate for 2015.  82 

Wayne Benanti advised that the tower on Farmingdale Road is eventually in the position to rust 83 

especially on the north side. It has been over twenty years since it was painted. The paint rusts 84 

within approximately twenty to thirty years pending environment/weather issues. Trustee Bob 85 

Green thought that it would need primer and pre-preparation. A TCLP (Toxicity Contamination 86 

Lead Paint) test was done on lead testing in 2004 or 2005. It was painted in 1991. Trustee Todd 87 

Folder said it was sand blasted (white blast), inside and out and primed and top coated with 88 

Tenemec epoxy paint.  The Board discussed whether they should put the tower into the USDA 89 

application or simply add it to next year’s budget. Engineer Middendorf will amend the current 90 

budget for this grant request to reflect the depreciation of the future paint at the tower. He will do 91 

a reserve. Trustee Folder asked that Phase II would not come before the inside of the tower needs 92 

to be painted again.  93 

The budget also reflected Short Lived Assets Account, Debt Service and O & M of Water 94 

District. The Operating Revenue showed Water Revenue, Water Revenue Other (will increase 95 

due to Fire District and Rental Deposits), Tapping Fees, Penalties and Bulk Hydrant.  96 

Trustee Oschwald suggested painting Farmingdale first, and then set aside funds every month to 97 

potentially offset the cost to paint the rest of the towers. 98 
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The projected short lived assets are: blowers, filters, Chemical Feed Repair, Clarifier Drive 99 

Assembly.  100 

As a mandated alternate for this grant, water could be potentially purchased from CWLP as a 101 

source. The Water District still owns and operates their internal infrastructure such as their 102 

distribution system and their water storage facilities. A booster pumping station would be needed 103 

because the available pressure isn’t adequate to boost. The conclusion is that it is more 104 

economical to make our own water at this District than to rely on CWLP. 105 

A rough estimate of connection costs for boosters, pipe and such were discussed if the District 106 

went with 2A (projected cost of $1,526,000.00 for this plan) or Plan 2B (projected cost of 107 

$1,706,000.00 for this plan).  108 

On page thirty of the summary, it was the recommendation of this report that the Water District 109 

pursues the Water Treatment Plant Expansion improvements and continues to supply and treat 110 

water for the customers of the District. This is because plan 2A has a cost of $24.62 (Plan 2A) 111 

per month or $24.94 (Plan 2B) per month for the current 2,444 from these alternates. Based upon 112 

the above analysis, it was projected that the water rates in 2017 would increase to $9.73 per 113 

month, per customer (based on an average of 5,5000 gpm). Therefore, it is recommended that the 114 

Water District pursue Alternate #1 and move forward to continue with pumping, treating and 115 

disturbing potable water to their District’s service area. 116 

Trustee Todd Folder asked Engineer Middendorf about his opinion on pumping lime slurry to the 117 

proposed new plant and if slaking would be an option. 118 

Trustee Todd Folder suggested that Rural Water come in and do a rate study on the District. 119 

They do not charge for this service. The Board will look into this option in the future.  120 

Chairman Mitchell said there was no further business before the board so they adjourned at 9:39 121 

p.m.  122 


