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Curran Gardner Townships Public Water District Minutes 

Board of Trustees Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, September 9, 2014 – 7:00 p.m.  

 

CGTPWD Administrative Office 

3384 Hazlett Road 

Springfield, IL 62707 

 

The following board members were present: Chairman James Mitchell, Vice 

Chairman Diane Valois, Trustee Todd Folder, Trustee Bob Green, Trustee Eric 

Oschwald, Engineer Max Middendorf, Treasurer Scott Schuett, Secretary Jessica 

Ryg and Office Manager Cherril Graff. Not present: Trustee Carol Helmerichs and 

Trustee Kurt Taraba 

 

Guests: Wayne Benanti, Attorney Dwight O’Keefe, Carolyn Spann, Tom Spann, 

Rose Hammitt, Mike Hammitt, Jim Mayes, Don Rogers, Dan Kerns, Al Beyers and 

Dennis Dorr. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

1. The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

 

2. Secretary: a motion was made by Trustee Folder to table the August 12, 2014 

minutes. Trustee Diane Valois second the motion. A roll call vote was taken: 

 

1. Trustee Todd Folder: Yes 

2. Vice Chair Diane Valois: Yes 

3. Trustee Bob Green: Yes 

4. Trustee Eric Oschwald: Yes 

5. Chairman Mitchell: Yes 

 

The motion passed. 

 

3. Superintendent Bob Dalton: a new meter has been installed for the pay meter 

location at the Bradfordton Elevator site.  

 

A meeting was held between Superintendent Dalton, Tom Perry and Mike 

McCarthy regarding the needs of the CGTPWD’s Plant. 
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Superintendent Dalton and Engineer Middendorf discussed the location of the 

meters, valves, fire hydrants for the GIS System. Engineer Middendorf suggested 

acquiring a handheld GPS to do so rather than the specific survey of the location of 

items. 

 

The USDA Loan Application has documents pending a cost-benefit analysis 

component of the application. 

 

Superintendent Dalton held a meeting with CWLP to discuss the needs of 

CGTPWD. 

 

Superintendent Dalton asked who should sign documents on behalf of the plant. 

No one answered this question. (Secretary’s note: please be advised this was 

covered later in the meeting during new business.) 

 

Only one sealed bid was received for the handheld devices, however this bid 

process is still open until September 22, 2014. 

 

The Village of New Berlin Meeting: Superintendent Dalton contacted the Village 

of New Berlin’s Joel Sandler who will bring the matter to the attention of the 

Village Board. 

 

Menard Rural Water Coop Meeting: Superintendent Dalton reached out to Wayne 

Jones with the Co-Op to initiate discussion about providing water to the residents 

of the southern portion of Menard County.  

 

Trustee Folder observed during his last visit to the plant that there may be a need 

for dehumidifiers. He addressed Engineer Middendorf who said if we keep the 

doors closed, we will keep the cooler air inside, which will cut run time down on 

the dehumidifiers.  

 

IV A: Treasurer’s Report: the Budget Report was presented by Treasurer Schuett 

who explained how August’s budget reflects $283,856.71 in income and 

$309,996.31 in expenses. 

 

The gallons pumped in August were at 12,796,771. 

 

Trustee Oschwald moved to accept Treasurer Schuett’s report. Trustee Green 

second the motion. The motion passed.  
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IV B: the Bills (20 minutes) were presented by Treasurer Schuett who explained 

that the Federal Program, Affordable Healthcare Act, will increase the CGTPWD 

bills to approximately $11,000.00 overall per year. 

 

Treasurer Folder asked  for explanation on the custom sanitary valve. Wayne 

Benanti explained it was a sample tap for Brookhills. Chairman Mitchell said it 

was require by the EPA.  

 

Line #45, ($111.11) reflects INB, which was clarified that bill was for the staff 

credit card.  

 

Line #75, ($814.30)  reflects Sam’s Club which automatically bills CGTPWD for 7 

credit cards ($45.00/per card) and Treasurer Schuett will be calling to cancel a few.  

 

Trustee Folder asked for further explanation on the attorney bill for Brown, Hay 

and Stephens. He would like to see the split between the union attorney bills and 

regular attorney bills. Treasurer Schuett made copies for Trustee Folder from May 

2013 until the present time.  

 

A motion was made by Trustee Green to pay the bills. Trustee Oschwald second 

the motion. The motion carried.  

 

VI. Business Manger’s Report: Business Manager Graff combined her report with 

Superintendent Bob Dalton’s report. 

 

VII. Engineer’s Report – Max Middendorf 

 

A. Well Field Report – Engineer Middendorf said it is pending authorization 

and design for revised safety platform for Well #2. They are currently 

evaluating deficiencies of access ladder and platform on Well #4. 

B. Water Treatment Report – USDA Tour on September 3rd went very well and 

they are thankful for us opening our doors to their learning needs. 

C. SCADA Report – CGTPWD is waiting on a revised punch list from 

employee Tom Perry. 

D. Deer Run Water Main Extension – The construction is complete. 

E. Wesley Chapel – Plans are complete. The IEPA Construction Permit 

Application has been submitted to IEPA for review. 

F. Technology Park – Pending. 

G. Pleasant Plains Emergency Interconnect – Pending. 

H. New Berlin Emergency Interconnect – Pending. 
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I. Spaulding Orchard Road – Pending. 

J. USDA Loan Pre-Application – Engineer Middendorf revised the SF424 and 

completed it based on the amended scope of work. He is working on the 

PER per USDA RUS Bulletin 1780-2. 

 

It was noted that no new updates on Booth Road water quality. 

 

Also, the Menard County Water Co-Op has been working with Engineer 

Middendorf and Superintendent Dalton to address feasibilities for water service.  

 

An authorization agreement was passed out by MECO Engineering for review and 

approval. It will be discussed in new business. 

 

Trustee Folder asked Superintendent Dalton to report back on daily pumping 

information during peak usage times. 

 

VIII. Chairman and Committee Reports 

 

A. Chairman Mitchell gave his report (at 45 minutes): 

a. He said he appointed Vice Chair Valois and Office Manager Cherril 

Graff to start the newsletter. 

b. He asked for board member to review a new Ordinance #55. It was 

distributed to board members tonight to discuss next month. The 

ordinance is to amend Sections 2, 4, 9 (d), 9 (f), 12, 14 and 16 of 

Ordinance #12 (original language). It would rescind Ordinance #21 

providing for the regulation and operation of the water work’s 

property. The goal of this ordinance is to let residents put a deposit 

down for a tap.  

c. Chairman Mitchell asked the Board about Superintendent’s signature 

authority. Attorney O’Keefe was consulted on this topic. Trustee 

Oschwald said he saw the role of Superintendent as a consultant and 

the Chairman would sign. After discussion, it was decided that 

contracts will continue to be signed by the Chairman and supply 

orders may use the Superintendent’s signature.  

d. Chairman Mitchell asked Office Manager Cherril Graff to shop 

around insurance rates for employees since there was such a large 

financial increase due to the Affordable Healthcare Act. Chairman 

Mitchell referenced the CGTWPD healthcare policy doesn’t take 

effect until December so there’s time to check into options to save the 

District money.  
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e. Educational training for office personnel will take place at a two day 

conference on November 19 and November 20. It will provide 

updates to the Alliance System among other newly released 

information.  

f. The USDA tour was a success and the students enjoyed looking at a 

plant which is forty-seven years old 

 

IX. Guests: Guest Jim Mayes asked where the connection would be at 

Menard County. Chairman Mitchell said it would be a county co-op. It was 

clarified that the homeowners would be paying for the pipe and labor. 

 

X. Unfinished Business (1 hour on tape) 

 

A. Handheld Meters: bids were obtained and again the bid process will be 

open until September 22, 2014. 

B. Authorization/Raw Water Influent Valves Plant 1 and 2: Engineer 

Middendorf said there was an agreement and he is working on 

documentation for it. 

C. Organized Labor: pending 

D. Employee Handbook Policy/Review and Update (Graff, Taraba, 

Mitchell) 

a. Meal and Breaks Draft: Employees who are scheduled to work 

seven and one-half consecutive hours are entitled to one meal 

break of thirty minutes in length as required by Illinois law. The 

operations and Business Managers will schedule meal periods. 

Lunch breaks which will be taken within the first five hours after 

beginning working. 

i. Vice Chair Diane Valois clarified that it is a thirty minute 

unpaid meal break required by Illinois law. 

ii. This state statue is of reference: IL Comp. State., 820 ILC 

140/3 which was passed out during the meeting. 

iii. A motion was made by Vice Chair Valois to adopt the 

amended piece of the personnel policy book. Trustee Green 

second the motion. A roll call vote was taken.  

1. Trustee Folder: Yes 

2. Trustee Green: Yes 

3. Vice Chair Valois: Yes 

4. Chairman Mitchell: Yes 

5. Trustee Oschwald: Yes 

iv. The motion passed with five yes votes.  
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b. Key Procedure and Security System Draft:  

i. A history was given on the topic and the current outlook on 

the topic was again discussed by board members.  

ii. A motion was made by Vice Chair Valois to adopt the 

amended piece of the personnel policy book. Trustee Folder 

second the motion.  

iii. A roll call vote was taken: 

1. Trustee Folder: Yes 

2. Trustee Green: Yes 

3. Vice Chair Valois: Yes 

4. Chairman Mitchell: Yes 

5. Trustee Oschwald: Yes 

iv. The motion passed with five yes votes.  

 

c. Absenteeism and Tardiness Draft:  This notification policy clarifies 

scheduled absences, notifications, unexcused absences, tardiness 

and unscheduled departure or arrivals.  

i. Trustee Folder would like to see notification bumped up 

from 30 minutes to 1 hour. 

ii. Trustee Folder said he would like job abandonment to be 

reduced from three days to one day.  

iii. A discussion was had and it was decided employees would 

need to notify their manager within one day or the District 

would see it as job abandonment. 

iv. A motion to accept the draft with the change from three days 

to one day was made by Vice Chair Valois and Trustee 

Green second the motion. A roll call vote was taken:  

1. Trustee Folder: Yes 

2. Vice Chair Valois: Yes 

3. Trustee Green: Yes 

4. Chairman Mitchell: Yes 

5. Trustee Oschwald: Yes 

v. With five votes, this motion passed. 

 

E. Extension of Voting Rights: Trustee O’Keefe is looking into this and is 

waiting for a return phone call. 

F. Policy for Water main Extension Payment Plan: pending. 
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XI. New Business 

 

MECO Engineering Engagement has proposed plans for a steel platform, handrails 

and access to a safety ladder to be installed on Well #2. The scope of services will 

include submitting plans to the IEPA for a construction permit. The permit fees 

were not included in the scope of the job number 620-065 dating August 21, 2014. 

The sum is $4,500.00. 

 

A motion was made by Vice Chair Valois to proceed with the project. Chairman 

Mitchell second the motion. A roll call vote taken. 

 

1. Trustee Oschwald: Present 

2. Chairman Mitchell: Yes 

3. Trustee Green: Yes 

4. Vice Chair Valois: Yes 

5. Trustee Folder: Yes 

 

XII. Guests: none 

 

XIII: Executive Session: none 

 

XIV: The board adjourned at 8:27 p.m. on September 9, 2014 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


