
1 
 

Curran Gardner Townships Public Water District Minutes 

Board of Trustees Regular Monthly Meeting 

Tuesday, March 10, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

CGTPWD Administrative Office 

3384 Hazlett Road 

Springfield, Illinois 62707 

The following board members were present: Chairman Jim Mitchell, Vice Chair Diane Valois, 

Trustee Todd Folder, Trustee Bob Green, Trustee Eric Oschwald, Treasurer Scott Schuett, 

Engineer Max Middendorf, Business Manager Cherril Graff, Secretary Jessica Ryg and 

Superintendent Bob Dalton. Absent: Trustee Carol Helmerichs and Trustee Kurt Taraba  

Guests: Don Rogers, Wayne Benanti, Jim Mayes, Rose Hammit, Mike Hammit, Merry Riley, 

Carrie Brazil and Dennis Dorr 

I.The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

II. Secretary: The minutes were passed out for review. Trustee Todd Folder made the motion to 

accept the January 20, 2015 meeting minutes with revisions. Trustee Eric Oschwald second the 

motion. The motion passed. 

The January 28, 2015 meeting minutes had corrections and would be assessed later.  

Trustee Bob Green made a motion to accept the February 10, 2015 minutes with corrections. 

Trustee Eric Oschwald second the motion. The motion passed.  

The Saturday, February 28, 2015 open house plant tour will have a summary written up on it and 

produced for the website. 

III. Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Schuett presented the February report for the budget. The 

income is $356,832.27. The year-to-date is $1,959,212.43. Expenditures for the month are 

$404,130.83. The year-to-date for expenditures is $2,116,358.90. Gallons billed for February are 

9, 754,155 and pumped were 10,977,000. That is a difference of 11.21%. The District has 

invoiced for $138,309.07 for the month of February. 

A discussion proceeded on the Wesley Chapel project, tap fees and master meter.  

Trustee Oschwald asked Treasurer Schuett about Line Item #5030, Penalties Collected. It was 

noted that a small amount of customers were late in payment, but some of those fees have been 

collected accordingly to avoid shut-off. 
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A motion was made by Trustee Green to accept the budget report pending audit. Trustee Eric 

Oschwald second the motion. The motion passed. 

III. Bills: Treasurer Schuett spoke about the bills. Specifically, he noted that Lee Electrical 

Services (Line #38) showed $6,000.00 for exhaust fan, duct work and labor. The total for the 

February bills is $65,407.20. 

A motion was made by Trustee Oschwald to accept the bills. Trustee Bob Green second the 

motion. The motion passed. 

IV. Superintendent’s Report: The District is still seeking companies to provide bids for lagoon 

cleaning services. 

Well Number 4: Brotcke has installed the raw water sample port. 

 

The GPS units to be used for locating valves, hydrants, etc. have been received. The information 

attained from the units will provide the data for mapping the locations in GIS. The District will 

have on-site training for the unit. 

 

Letters were sent to landowners of our wellfields. This notification to the landowners was 

requested by IEPA to address our Vulnerability Assessment Waiver Request. 

 

The USDA Loan Application Documentation is in progress.  

 

The open-house plant tour went well and feedback from those who attended was given. This 

feedback will be used for the next open-house plant tour.  

 

Village of New Berlin-CG Emergency Interconnection: Steve Frank from the New Berlin-Island 

Grove Fire Department asked about water service to Berlin to assist in preparing ISO 

documentation for an insurance service. The District is working on this request. In addition, the 

District would like to continue to move forward with the pump station at the Farmingdale Tower. 

 

Menard Rural Water Coop: a public meeting for the residents of the area was set for March 25, 

2015 at the Gardner Township Hall. This meeting will provide general information to residents. 

 

SCADA: a prioritized list of desired SCADA system improvements was submitted.  

 

Plant Manager Position: a meeting was arranged with a previous candidate for the position. 

 

New Policies: Office Manager Cherril Graff has worked on policies regarding tampering to 

meters and meter accuracy. The District will continue to refine this policy. Also, an equipment 

purchases office policy is coming together. 

 

Springfield Technology Park and Altorfer Site: the contract for the Technology Park water 

main extension has been signed. 
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Business Manager Cherril Graff met with representatives from the Deer Run and Wesley Chapel 

road project areas to go over expenses. 

 

A discussion was had on the positive and negative result of the office processing credit cards on 

site. Customers continue to request credit/debit card capabilities, but there are fees associated 

with these cards. The office staff will continue to look into pricing. 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Green to accept the Superintendant’s report.  Trustee Oschwald 

second the motion. The motion passed.  

V. Manger’s Report (open) 

VI. Business Manager’s Report (combined with Superintendant’s Report) 

VII. Engineer’s Update: Engineer Middendorf said the IEPA Construction Permit was 

submitted. The Water District is considering implementation options. 

SCADA: there were additional improvements requested by the District staff. It was suggested to 

address these concerns during planning of the proposed water treatment plant expansion. 

Communication issues still need to be address and the District continues to work with FCC on 

this. 

There are no updates on the New Berlin Emergency Interconnection. 

The District is addressing final construction plans with CWLP for Technology Park. 

Superintendant Bob Dalton and the developer are in contact regarding construction requirements. 

There will be a public hearing on March 25, 2015 to determine the final cutoff date for signatures 

for those whom are interested in participation in potential water expansion in the Menard County 

Rural water Co-op. 

Trustee Folder asked about a Lime Slurry Tour. It is open to all Board Members. Engineer 

Middendorf is working with Ed Winter on this.   

VIII. Chairman and Committee Reports: Chairman Mitchell spoke about Senate Bill 1815 

which was introduced at the 99th General Assembly by Senator Kyle McCarter. Senator 

McCarter has his district office at 310 West Gallatin, Vandalia, Illinois, 618-283-3000. The 

senator would like to charge a flat rate for residential and commercial water connection fees and 

sewer fees.  

The Department of Public Health sent a letter to commend our District on twelve months of 

proper Fluoride levels in our water supply. 

The Springfield Metro Sanitary District sent a letter on March 2, 2015, which showed their rates 

will increase as of May 1, 2015. They attached the rate ordinance which will be effective each 
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May 1st. For billed customers with sewer, the following will apply: per 1,000 gallons will 

increase to $6.22. The flat rate fee is $11.15 and the collection fee is $1.00 (no increase) which is 

retained by the CGTPWD.  

The open house tour of the plant went well. There was plenty of positive feedback which will be 

used for the next open house at CGTPWD. 

Tom Perry is now the Responsible Operator in Charge (ROINC) at CGTPWD.  

IX. Guests: none. 

X. Unfinished Business 

Employee Handbook Policy/Status: Business Manager Graff is preparing documents for the 

Board for review. 

Extended Voting Rights: Pending. 

Water Treatment Plant Expansion/MECO Project #620-054: Pending. 

XI New Business 

XI. A. Deer Run Construction Review: Chairman Mitchell passed out a document which 

contained the Deer Run Tap-On Fees featuring all of the residents who paid for this project. 

Chairman Mitchell said customers paid for an 8 inch main, but during construction a 6 inch main 

was used. Superintendent Dalton gave the history of this project. Guests spoke from the audience 

about their contractual agreement with the District. The difference in amount paid was $2,418.00 

total for the project which will be divided by ten houses. This equals a refund of $241.80 to each 

household. Trustee Oschwald asked the Board to pay the customers instead of crediting them on 

their current accounts to reflect the loss properly. It was noted that this is covered by the 2010 

Ordinance #57 regarding water main extension.  

Chairman Mitchell said that the next time the Board bids a project there will be consistency with 

8 inch main as constancy, although the price of the main pipe fluctuates. Superintendent Bob 

Dalton said that the new contracts allow for more flexibility when bidding due to pipe cost, 

weather set-backs, etc. Engineer Middendorf also confirmed that at the conclusion of each 

project, costs can vacillate.  

A motion was made by Vice Chair Diane Valois to pay each customer/household $241.80. 

Trustee Green second the motion. A roll call vote was taken: 

1. Trustee Todd Folder: Yes 

2. Vice Chair Diane Valois: Yes 

3. Trustee Bob Green: Yes 

4. Chairman Jim Mitchell: Yes 
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5. Trustee Eric Oschwald: Yes 

The motion passed. Chairman Mitchell asked Treasurer Schuett to release checks to those 

involved. 

As a possible cost saving measure, Trustee Eric Oschwald met with the Illinois EPA. The Illinois 

EPA can finance up to 20 years and as of March 10th and their rate is 2.21%.  Annual debt 

service based on this rate and term is approximately $252,000. In contrast, the USDA offers a 

forty year note at 4.75% with a $195,000.00 for annual debt service. Engineer Middendorf said 

that the USDA Area Specialist said that it is currently at 3.75%. The higher annual debt service 

will mean a larger increase to customers’ bills. 

Vice Chair Valois said there is possibly fifty shut-offs for customers and asked for alternatives to 

the above financing options.. 

Guest Dennis Dorr expressed his concern that this is a forty-year loan on a thirty-year life 

project. He felt that we are increasing the amount customers at the District faster than expected 

and wanted to make sure we were prepared properly. 

Trustee Oschwald asked the Board if he should explore additional lending options at the Illinois 

EPA. A consensus of the Board was that he should further pursue this option.  

Treasurer Scott Schuett asked when the first payment would be for such a loan and it was 

clarified that it was six months after completion of the expansion of the Plant. 

Engineer Max Middendorf said that it makes it easier to compare prices since there is a 

completed facility plan. 

Engineer Middendorf also clarified to Superintendent Dalton that the USDA is still holding the 

loans and no longer selling them off as in years past. They haven’t done that in fifteen years.  

XI C. Excavator Bid: A packet was passed out which contained: excavator requirements, 

required equipment, expectations, excavator bid from Wayne Benanti (TLT Construction) and 

certificate of liability insurance (Country Financial) for the excavator bid. Trustee Bob Green 

made a motion to accept the bid the excavator bid. Trustee Eric Oschwald second the motion. A 

roll call vote was taken for this bid:  

1. Trustee Todd Folder: Yes 

2. Vice Chair Diane Valois: Yes 

3. Trustee Bob Green: Yes 

4. Chairman Jim Mitchell: Yes 

5. Trustee Eric Oschwald: Yes 

With five yes votes, the motion passed. 
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XII. Guests: Don Rogers said he attended a Gardner Township Board Meeting and heard that 

the CGTPWD will be running water to the proposed Pleasant Plains West Firehouse at 

Farmingdale.  

Carrie Brazil, office staff, asked how many registered voters reside within the water district who 

do not have voting rights. Chairman Mitchell said the request is in front of the Sangamon County 

State’s Attorney. In the past, Judge Cadigan ruled against this request, but Attorney Dwight 

O’Keefe is still trying to pursu this measure. 

As a reminder, on March 25th at 7:00 p.m. there will be a joint meeting at Gardner Township 

Hall with the Menard Rural Water Coop. 

The board adjourned at 9:07 p.m.  


