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Curran Gardner Townships Public Water District Minutes 

Board of Trustees Committee Meeting (No Voting) 

Tuesday, October 22, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

CGTPWD Administrative Office 

3384 Hazlett Road 

Springfield, Illinois 62707 

Phone: 217-546-3984 

 

The following members were present: Chairman Jim Mitchell, Vice Chair Todd Folder, Trustee 

Diane Valois, Trustee Dennis Dorr, Trustee Jim Mayes, Engineer Max Middendorf, Operations 

Manager Wayne Nelson and Business Manager Cherril Graff.  Excused: Trustee Eric Oschwald. 

Unexcused: Trustee Bob Green 

Guests: Mike Hammit, Rose Hammit and Wayne Benanti. 

I. Call to Order. 

II. Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

The Chairman asked for flag will be lowered to honor the late Mayor of Springfield, Ossie 

Langfelder. They will go back at full rise on the morning of Wednesday, October 28, 2015. 

III. Discussion of Water Treatment Plant and Water System Repairs & Improvements & 

Expansion: Vice Chairman Folder opened the meeting with a verbal past history of previous 

Boards, goals and visions. He offered a possible priority list summary from a meeting on 

October 17, 2012 which featured a 1 – 5 rating system on the Plant’s needs during that time. The 

number one was given to the highest priority items and the rating of five was give as the lowest 

priority. The categories were: supply, treatment, storage, distribution and office/maintenance 

building.  

Category one: supply.  

a. An additional raw water main received a level five priority.  

b. The power conduit received a level one priority that would provide generator 

power (and possible hard wired SCADA communication) to the wells.  

c. The generator received a level one priority.  

d. Construction of pipe pig launch stations received a level of one. On a side note, 

Wayne Nelson said that Pipe pigging will occur the first week in November this 

year, weather permitting.  

e. Integrating well sampling stations to existing wells received a one.  

Category two: water treatment.   

a. Lime softening plant received a level of three.  
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b. Constructing a new MCC (electrical) room and relocate switch gear and rewire 

plant received a level one priority.  

Category three: storage.  

a. The RTU/SCADA has been implemented. The repainting of the Farmingdale tank 

with an overcoat system had a 4.6 priority.  

b. Sand blasting and painting the Farmingdale elevated tank option had a 4.6 

priority.  

Category four: distribution.  

a. The five year repairs and loops received a level four rating.  

Chairman Mitchell asked Engineer Middendorf to research possible freight elevator costs to help 

make the best decision for above storage in the Mezzanine level as possible. Engineer 

Middendorf said that since the Mezzanine space is not ADA compliant, there would be no need 

to look at passenger elevators, just freight elevator costs.   

Engineer Middendorf said there is a 12 inch water raw main pricing of approximately 

$125,000.00. Also, a separate conduit that would not be radio reliant, but fiber or copper reliant, 

is needed so that weather conditions do not obstruct important frequency. That cost would be 

approximately $152,000.00.  A generator would cost approximately $135,000.00. On a side note, 

the Army Corp of Engineers require CGTPWD to do many case studies on the environment 

before it grants permission for construction permits. In the past, an official Franklin’s Ground 

Squirrel study was done by Engineer Max Middendorf to fulfill the permit’s responsibilities on 

how such construction would possibly obscure a squirrel’s habitat during mating season. The 

CGTPWD passed the Army Corp of Engineer’s requirements without any discrepancies.  

Discussion of converting the dry lime feed system into a slurry feed system that creates the slurry 

on-site was reviewed. Orientating the configuration for the three new 500 gpm filters to align 

with the existing filters change the Plant’s footprint and modify the site and also required 

extensive footing and building modifications.  

To clarify, the proposed new electric room would upgrade the Plant. It would be put in a separate 

room outside of the Plant area. It would be a dedicated room for this purpose so humidity and 

other elements would not affect it. Trustee Diane Valois expressed concern about the ice on the 

roads next to the Plant and possible rogue automobile hitting the Plant where the electrical room 

would be located. Engineer Middendorf will look into this in the most cost-effective manner.  

The need for an additional generator was discussed. The logistical challenge is where to safely 

and effectively place it. If one is put near the wellfield and the river floods, then it would be 

difficult to access for refueling purposes during possible flood conditions. A second generator 

(diesel) and conduit are proposed to be close to the current generator.  
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Trustee Dorr said that some items and topics weren’t referenced in the new “Short-Term & 

Long-Term Goals for the CGTPWD” given out by Operations Manager Wayne Nelson. One 

item was the possible plan/cost of sandblasting and painting of the Farmingdale water tower.  

IV. Discussion of finance options for water treatment plant and water system 

repairs/improvements/expansion: the annual audit is done, so it was sent to the local bank for 

review. This will finalize the possible Plant’s expansion three financing options: USDA (thirty 

years), IEPA (20 years) and local bank (20 years). Trustee Mayes asked Chairman Mitchell when 

he would like to have the vote. While not date is set, yet, the Chairman would like the bank to 

present financing options to the Board for review. He would then like for the Board to take time 

to review all options. The upside to the local bank is the funds would be received in a timely 

manner more so than the IEPA or USDA who take months to distribute funds after being 

awarded. . 

Now that the annual audit is complete, a rate study is in the queue at Illinois Rural Water 

Association. It will include assets and liabilities.  

Trustee Dorr again advocated for a tiered base pricing for any future fees so that the less water a 

customer uses, the less he/she would pay toward fees. He would like to examine the document 

that Engineer Max Middendorf included in the Plant Expansion document from May. He would 

like this topic on next month’s agenda for a brief overview. 

V. Discussion of lime sludge removal payment: a big thank you to Wayne Nelson for making 

an formal lime sludge removal schedule. In the future, there may be six possible vendors 

including Metro Ag in Breese, IL or Steward Spreading in Sheridan, IL. Wayne Nelson checked 

on the cost for hauling the sludge out of the Plant, but with potential spillage and possible 

litigation, it wasn’t worth it (researchable Jacksonville, IL horror stories on this topic).  

Trustee Folder added he would like to make sure that if there is a possible rate increase due to 

Plant expansion, there should be plenty of notification to customers. The Board concurred. 

Chairman Mitchell assured him that there would be a Plant Tour, video and more to help explain 

why a new Plant is needed.  

With no other further business, the board adjourned at 8:50 p.m.  


